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Worship Notes 
Join us in person or virtually for worship during November and December . . .  

Nov.  19 last  in the worship series  Matthew 25:14-30  

Nov.  19 Joint Thanksgiving service  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

Nov.  26 Christ the King Sunday Matthew 25:31-46  

Dec.  3 1st Sunday of Advent  Mark 13:24-37  

Dec.  10 2nd Sunday of Advent  Mark 1:1-8 

Dec.  17 3rd Sunday of Advent  Service of Lessons and Carols  

Dec.  24 4th Sunday of Advent  Luke 1:26-38 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve   Luke 2 :1-14 

Dec.  31 First Sunday of Christmas  hymn-sing  

On Dedication Sunday, Nov. 12,  peo-
ple placed their pledges in a basket, 
or sent them in by mail, or used the 
“give” button on the website. As a re-
sult, we have received pledges of 
$118, 360 toward the 2024 budget 
which allows us to do the ministry 
God has called us to do! Thank you 
for your generosity! 

If you haven’t yet sent in your pledge, 
there is still time, but the Session will 
begin putting together a budget soon. 

Stewardship Update  

When I was just getting started in ministry, Maureen and I invited the 
church’s college students over to our apartment for a homecooked meal. 
We borrowed some tables from the church to seat everyone … and after 
the meal, as they were helping us clean up, they removed the table-
clothes and saw all the graffiti on the tables. They spent the next 20 
minutes telling stories and laughing about writing on the tables when 
they were in Middle School!  

On Saturday, Mike Bowles will take 8 of our pews and transport them to 
his grandfather’s church. We know they are going to a good home and 
rejoice that they will continue to welcome people to worship, but saying 
goodbye to them still stings a little bit.  

Those pews have served us well for six decades and some of you can re-
member the people who regularly set in them and the times when the 
sanctuary was full to overflowing — weddings, funerals, special concerts, 
and Christmas Eve.  Those pews are full of memories, so removing them 
feels like the end of an era. 

Of course this is not the first time we’ve removed pews — we did so 
when the organ was installed and once before to accommodate wheel-
chairs in the back. I know we will make more memories with the new 
chairs, but grieving the removal of these pews is not only appropriate, it 
is necessary! So, I hope you will join me in a little remembering. 

Grateful for the Pews 

This week, Patti Salis-
bury, as president of the 
corporation, signed a 
contract with Solar Hol-
ler, formalizing what the 
Session had already approved — 
we are gong solar! It will be 
spring before the work will 
begin, replacing the shingles and 
placing the panels, but by the 
summer of 2024, we will be gen-
erating all our own electricity! 
While there are significant up-
front costs to install the equip-
ment, we expect to save  at least 
$107,244 over the next 25 
years! (More if utility rates in-
crease more than 3 % per year.) 

This is one way the Session is 
planning for our future! 

Going Solar  

We are excited to  be hosting the 
joint Thanksgiving service this  
Sunday, at 7 PM, with St. Agnes 
Catholic and Morris Memorial 
UMC! The offering will go to Com-
mon Grounds and their ongoing 
ministry to our hungry neighbors! 

So bring cash or canned goods 
(such as peanut butter; cereal, 
pasta, and sauce) and 
we’ll sing and pray 
and give thanks!  

Thanksgiving Service 

The fellowship hall was full of 
stuff when we opened our 
doors last Saturday. By the end 
of the day (almost) everything 
had gone to people who need-
ed it — baby clothes and chil-
dren’s toys, coats and bedding, 
chairs, pots and pans, bikes, 
Christmas decorations, and 
more! All because of your gen-
erosity and the hard work of a 
dedicated group of volunteers! 

And all we asked was that folks 
do something for others!  

Pay it forward! 



 

 Villager 11/16/23 p. 2 

Thursday, November 23rd — 
Thanksgiving Day 
Office is closed Nov. 23rd & 
Nov. 24th  
 
Sunday, December 25th— 
Christmas Day 
Office is closed Dec. 25th and 
26th 

Holidays and Important Dates 

 

Village Chapel is  
participating in  

Giving Tuesday—Nov. 28th 
 

The goal is to create a massive 
wave of generosity that lasts well beyond that one 
day and touches every person on the planet! 
 

We are raising support for two things:  
Common Grounds & RIP Medical Debt! 
 

You can help us do that by contributing …  
    -    jars of peanut butter, a key source of  
protein included in the food boxes given out by 
Common Grounds. Our goal is 100 jars!  
    -    $100 which RIP Medical debt will turn into 
$10,000 of purchased medical debt relief for folks 
right here in Appalachian!  (On average$16 can 
wipe out the medical debt of an entire family.) 
 

Increase your impact by telling your friends about 
this opportunity to make a difference! 

Giving Tuesday 

It's the time of year to express our gratitude 
and appreciation to those who mean the most 
to us.   
 

Please consider a donation for staff Christmas 
bonuses, which will be divided among all the 
members of our amazing Village Chapel staff.   
 

Please designate your donations as Christmas 
staff bonus on the envelope or your check . 
 

Thanks, in advance, for your generosity and for 
letting them know how much they are  
appreciated. 
 

The Personnel Team 

Staff Christmas Bonus 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will see articles 
about the Advent Bible study and the PW Luncheon, 
but there are more opportunities to prepare your 
hearts for Christmas: 
  

12/3    Advent devotions will be available via email  
 

12/17  Gathering at Vicki and Ira’s to fill bags for 
Veterans 

 

12/20  Longest Night service (Taizé style)  
 

12/22 Caroling at Hubbard Hospice House, start-
ing at 4PM!  

 

12/24 Candlelight Communion Service at 9PM. 

Advent opportunities 

The Charleston's Alzheimer's walk included 
550 walkers and raised almost $70,000.  Team 
Village Chapel raised $370 and had a great 
time walking.  We're already looking forward 
to next year! 

Alzheimer’s Walk 

Join us on Sunday December  
10th following worship for a 
traditional Christmas dinner 
with turkey and ham! Please 
bring your favorite covered dish to share  
(side item, dessert….) 
Feel free to wear your ugly Christmas attire! 

Christmas Fellowship  
Dinner 

Our annual Christmas poinsettias have been 
generously given by an anonymous donor!  
 
Instead of taking up donations toward poin-
settias, this holiday season we will be taking up an 
offering to go toward Common Grounds. If you would 
like to contribute to this offering in memory of a loved-
one or as a gift in honor of a loved-one, please call the 
office or email Leslie@vcpresby.org and mail your check 
to, 3818 Venable Ave. SE, Charleston, WV 25304, made 
payable to Village Chapel Presbyterian Church. 
 
We will list those remembered/honored in the bulletin 
on Sunday, December 17th and Christmas Eve. 

Christmas Common Grounds 
Offering 

 

Coming soon: advent! 
Our Advent Study this year will return us to The First Advent in Palestine 

(the book Todd used for his Christmas in July sermon series)   

We will be looking at four chapters that he didn’t cover in his preaching: 

Nov. 27:  Silence and Suffering: The Maccabees 

Dec. 4: Mothers of Advent: Mary & Elizabeth 

Dec. 11: Even after God Arrived: The Holy Family, Mother Rachel,  
and the Slaughter of the Innocents 

Dec 18:  Homeland, but Not a Home: Holy Family, Return from Egypt. 
7 PM in the Library 

& on Zoom 

mailto:leslie@vcpresby.org?subject=Common%20Grounds%20Christmas%20Offering
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1 Adele Willis 
2 John Willis 
3 Betsy Willis 
4 Fifi Wolfe 
5 Nicholas Wolfe 
6 Emily Wright 
7 Todd Wright 
8 Maureen Wright 
9 Nathan Wright 
10 Heather Wroebel 
11 Todd Zubick 
12 Sandra Zubick 
13 Tyler Zubick 
14 Heather Barry 
15 John Barry 

16 Hallie Barry 
17 Elaine Barry 
18 Jack Bland 
19 Paula Bland 
20 Noel Bland 
21 Shannon Bland 
22 Max Bland 
23 Kevin Blank 
24 Shelby Blank 
25 Kyle Blank 
26 T’Aja Blank 
27 Kaia Blank 
28 Crosley Blank 
29 Sandra Bowles 
30 Leslie Bremar 
31 Krista Brogan 

Please remember the  
following people in your 

prayers on these dates:  

December 

Toilet Paper Donations 
 Needed! 

As part of Village Chapel’s Ministry to Common 
Grounds, we donate toilet paper for those less 
fortunate. The Presbyterian Women have set 
the second Sunday of every month the official 
donation Sunday for toilet paper. You can just 
bring your donation with you to Church and 
place it in the specified area at the back of the 
Sanctuary.  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity!  

I have a plant on my desk  that 
came with clear instructions on 
how to nurture it —  optimum 
sunlight, water, and temperature. 

‘Wouldn’t it be nice to have similar information to 
help us nurture our own faith … or that of our 
children or grandchildren?  Well, the Presbytery 
of WV is providing weekly ideas for nurturing 
faith.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

December 3: Advent begins today.  This season of 
the church year is when we prepare ourselves to 
welcome Jesus as a baby.  This is a busy season 
with church services, decorating, concerts, parties, 
shopping and getting ready to visit with family 
members we might not see often.  In the busyness 
of the season, don’t forget why we are celebrating.  
How will you prepare your heart to welcome Jesus 
into your life once again? 
 
December 10: Mark 1:1-8 introduces us to John 
the Baptist.  John was Jesus’ cousin, and his role in 
the story of Jesus was to prepare people for Jesus.  
What are ways that you and your family are 
preparing for Christmas?  What are ways that you 
can help people in your community prepare for 
Jesus?  If your church doesn’t already do it, 
encourage them to go Christmas caroling, to bring 
some joy into people’s lives. 
 
December 17: One of the lectionary passages this 
morning is 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24.  This is a letter 
to the church at Thessalonica.  They are told that 
they are to rejoice always, to pray without ceasing, 
and to give thanks in all circumstances.  Who and 
what are you praying for today?  What are you 
thankful for? 
 
December 24: It’s Christmas Eve.  As you prepare 
to exchange gifts with family and friends 
tomorrow, what gift will you bring to Jesus this 
year? 
   
December 31: The Gospel lesson today is from 
Luke 2:22-40.  We are introduced to two very old 
people named Anna and Simeon. When Mary and 
Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the Temple for 
the first time, these two knew immediately that 
Jesus was the one they had been waiting for all of 
these years.  They knew Jesus was the one who 
would bring hope and salvation to the people.  As a 
disciple of Jesus, think of ways that you can bring 
hope to people in the new 
year. 

Nurturing Faith Ideas 

 

An important part of our caring for each other is 
the Prayer Chain.   

Please let Betsy White
(betsywhite06@yahoo.com) know of any prayer 

concerns you may have.  

You may also contact Leslie Bremar in the 
church office (304-925-7265 or 

leslie@vcpresby.org). Leslie will direct your 
prayer request to Betsy. 

If you would like to be added to the Prayer 
Chain, please contact the office. 

Prayer Chain 

Statistical Report   11/12/23 11/5/23 10/29/23 

In-Person Attendance 44 51 80 

Non-Pledged  $1,625 $258.86 $25 

Pledged  Contribution $3,425 $4,579 $2,485 

Miscellaneous Income $229 $30 $497 

Total Contributions $5,279 $4,867.86 $3,007 
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